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Stellingen
Behorend bij het proefschrift
Tenosynovial Giant Cell Tumours (TGCT)
Monique Mastboom, 13 November 2018
1. Increasing awareness of TGCT helps to overcome the delay in diagnosing TGCT as TGCT 
should be considered in unspecified chronic monoarticular complaints such as: pain, 
swelling, limited range of motion, and stiffness in the involved joint. [This thesis]
2. The preferred treatment for localized-TGCT is a (open) complete resection. [This thesis]
3. In the era of multimodality therapy, standalone surgical resection cannot be regarded the 
gold standard in (severe cases) diffuse-TGCT. [This thesis]
4. Even after treatment(s), patients with advanced TGCT often remain limited in health-related 
quality of life and physical function. [This thesis]
5. Diffuse-type TGCT is not entirely “benign” as it is considered locally aggressive, has a low 
recurrence free survival (40% at 10 years) and shows an unpredictable clinical behaviour. 
[This thesis]
6. Although rare, (severe) systemic side effects of therapies targeting the CSF-1 receptor might 
not balance the local effect. [This thesis]
7. It is critical to develop and validate appropriate imaging techniques that can accurately 
assess the clinical efficacy of drugs, since it is challenging to accurately and reproducibly 
measure tumors that are asymmetric and that infiltrate multiple layers. [Gounder et al. J Clin 
Oncol. 2018;36(2):202-209] 
8. Since (larger) randomized controlled trials lack in TGCT, individual participant data meta-
analysis is the highest evidence and offers advantages, above a meta-analysis, as missing 
data can be accounted for at the individual level, subgroup analyses can be performed and 
follow-up information can be updated. [Riley et al. BMJ. 2010;340:c221]
9. We need to view data as a community resource, much like a shared park, rather than as 
personal property. [Drazen. N Enlg J Med. 2015;372(3):201-2]
10. TGCT is like a bad penny, it just keeps coming back. [Closed Facebook group PVNS is pants!!]
11. The whole problem with the world is that fools and fanatics are always so certain of 
themselves, and wiser people so full of doubts. [Bertrand Russell, 1872-1970]
12. Opportunities multiply as they are seized. [Anonymous]
13. Writing a thesis is like running a marathon: for both you need focus, excellence and 
endurance.
